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U. S . S . C R O U T E R (DE-11) 

WAR DIARY 

MONTH OF MAY 1945 

5-4-45 

Underway as before. Went t o general quar te rs severa l times during the 
day due to enemy planes in a r ea , twenty seven separate r a id s repor ted 
before 1200. Observed la rge explosion 200°(T), four and one half (4½) 
miles a t 0335. Sighted what appeared to be s i lve ry k i t e a t 270°(T), f ive 
(5) mi l e s , 1,000 fee t a l t i t u d e . Raid #9 was reported a t 080°(T), nine 
miles at 0840, closed to 125°(T), seven (7) miles and was picked up on 
surface search radar a t 0850. Observed single pip to break away from 
Raid and c lose t h i s vesse l at high speed, being at 110°(R) four (4) miles 
a t 0851. Sighted plane one minute l a t e r as i t broke thru clouds in l ine 
with the sun, and opened f i r e when range was two (2) mi l e s , 110°(R), 
pos i t ion angle 30°, e levat ion 2,000 f e e t , speed three-hundred (300) knots , 
course 290 (T) . Plane banked overhead and opened range to s ix miles a t 
0853) then turned and headed s t r a i g h t for ship coming in a t 500 feet at 
0854. He continued to lose a l t i t u d e and splashed bearing 240°(T), four 
(4) mi les . After being rescued, the p i l o t ; L t . ( j g ) , F. S. SIDDALL, USNR, 
VF-85 from U.S.S. SHANGRI-LA, i d e n t i f i e d his plane as F4U, Corsa i r . 
Reported tha t he was previously a t tacked by Jap f i g h t e r s , who destroyed 
h i s IFF, shot away par t of s t a b i l i z e r and hydraulic gear . Oil covering 
on windshild had blinded p i l o t t o fact that he was making run over 
f r iendly sh ip . Ammunition expended: 3"/50 c a l . - 20 rounds; 20mm -
560 rounds; 1.10/75 - 120 rounds; 50 Cal . - 80 rounds. At 2000 U.S.S. 
FAIR (DE-35) assumed dut ies of examination vesse l in B-153. We were 
assigned radar i d e n t i f i c a t i o n guard ship for the FAIR and took s t a t i o n 
two (2) miles eas t of her . 

5-5-45 

Z. D. Minus 9 

Underway as before. Went to general quar te rs several times during the 
day due to enemy planes in the a r e a . Relieved by U.S.S. FAIR (DE-35) 
from s t a t i o n B-153 a t 0300 in accordance with o rders from Commander Task 
Group 51 .5 . 


